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Enhancing the Kitchen Experience for Blind and Partially Sighted Individuals
Adult Participant Information Sheet 

Investigators Details:
Wyn Jones (Responsible Investigator), School of Design & Creative Arts, Loughborough University, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 3TU, w.jones4@lboro.ac.uk, 01509 222 222 
Demet Ozturk (Main investigator), School of Design & Creative Arts, Loughborough University, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 3TU, D.Ozturk-21@student.lboro.ac.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk56671534]We would like to invite you to take part in our study. Before you decide we would like you to understand why the research is being done and what it would involve for you. One of our team will go through the information sheet with you and answer any questions you have. Talk to others about the study before making a decision if you wish.

What is the purpose of the study?
The purpose of this study is to improve my understanding of user experiences with regard to a design problem as part of a Final Year Design Major Project. My project aims to enhance the kitchen environment for blind and partially sighted individuals, addressing challenges in cooking, food preparation, organization, and cleaning and more. 

Who is doing this research and why?
This study is part of a student research project supported by Loughborough University. The study will be undertaken by Demet Ozturk and supervised by Wyn Jones.

Are there any inclusion or exclusion criteria?
You must be over the age of 18 and have the capacity to fully understand and consent to this research.

Participants should possess experience in a kitchen setting, including in organising, cleaning, cooking, and preparing.

Participants must be blind or partially sighted, or they may be professionals or carers with substantial expertise helping blind or partially sighted people in the kitchen or in similar professions.

Participation is also open to carers or professionals who possess extensive understanding of the problems associated with kitchen accessibility for people with visual impairments.

What will I be asked to do?
You will be asked to attend an Interview or Focus group (online or in-person), where you will be asked to give your feedback on design solutions by the student. Through in-person or online interviews, as well as by answering surveys and questionnaires, participants will be asked to share their experiences. Sessions may be audio and video recorded for documentation purposes; however, all faces will be obscured in video recordings to protect participant confidentiality. As part of the research analysis process, any audio or video recordings will be transcribed. Audio consent will be obtained from participants who are unable to give written consent.

Once I take part, can I change my mind? 
[bookmark: _Hlk56671176]After you have read this information and asked any questions you may have, if you are happy to participate we will ask you to complete an Informed Consent Form. However, if at any time, before, during or after the sessions you wish to withdraw from the study please just contact the main investigator. You can withdraw at any time, for any reason and you will not be asked to explain your reasons for withdrawing. However, once the results of the study have been analysed (expected to be by July 2025) it may not be possible to withdraw your individual data from the research.

Will I be asked to attend any sessions and where will these be?
You will be asked to attend either an online or in-person session at a convenient time and location arranged with the investigator.

How long will it take?
The session will take no longer 60 minutes. 

Are there any disadvantages or risks in participating?
No or risks have been identified.

Is there anything I need to do before the sessions?
You do not need to do anything before the session.

Is there anything I need to bring with me?
Participants are encouraged to bring any personal items they consider essential for their use in the kitchen environment.

Additionally, they are welcome to bring personal belongings related to their hobbies or interests that they would like to discuss or any belongings or key products they own that relate to their impairment and feel comfortable sharing.

What type of clothing should I wear?
There are no specific clothing requirements for this study, just wear something comfortable.

What are the possible benefits of participating?
You will contribute to the development of the concepts and help identify areas for improvement. 

Data Protection Privacy Notice

Loughborough University will be using information/data from you in order to undertake this study and will act as the data controller for this study. This means that the University is responsible for looking after your information and using it properly.

What personal information will be collected from me and how will it be used?
Identifiable personal information including your name and contact details will be collected. We need your name as part of the consent process and your contact details to set up the interview / focus group.  
 
The study does not intend to collect data categorised as ‘sensitive data’ under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and we do not encourage you to disclose such information. This regulation covers data relating to racial or ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, trade union membership, genetic data, biometric data, health, sex life or sexual orientation. If you do choose to disclose sensitive personal data in response to any of the tasks in this study, this will be processed in accordance with safeguards. 

What is the legal basis for processing my personal information?
Personal data will be processed on the public task basis.  For further details on the data protection legislation see: https://ico.org.uk/your-data-matters/. This study has been checked by an ethical committee to ensure that the appropriate safeguards are put in place with respect to the use of your personal data. 

How long will my identifiable personal information be retained?
We will keep identifiable personal information about you until July 2025 when it will be destroyed. 

Will my personal identifiable information be shared with others?
Personal information collected that could identify you, such as where you live, will not be shared beyond the study team.  Your name may be visible to other focus groups attendees.

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?
No identifiable personal information will be included in any of the project submissions or shared beyond the investigators. All information will be securely stored on the University computer systems. 

How will the anonymised data/results collected from me be used?
Your anonymised data will be used in logbooks, reports and posters relating to the project and within the student’s design portfolio. You will be allocated a code to separate any identifiable information from your data. No individual will be identifiable in any report, presentation, or publication. 

How long will the anonymised data/results be retained?
Anonymised data will be retained until the final project marks have been verified, expected September 2025.

I have some more questions; who should I contact?
Please contact Demet Ozturk for further information.

What if I am not happy with how the research was conducted?
If you are not happy with how the research was conducted, please contact the Secretary of the Ethics Review Sub-Committee, Research & Innovation Office, Hazlerigg Building, Loughborough University, Epinal Way, Loughborough, LE11 3TU.  Tel: 01509 222423.  Email: researchpolicy@lboro.ac.uk

The University also has policies relating to Research Misconduct and Whistle Blowing which are available online at https://www.lboro.ac.uk/internal/research-ethics-integrity/research-integrity/


If you require any further information regarding the General Data Protection Regulations, please see: https://www.lboro.ac.uk/privacy/research-privacy/
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